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Poft mediam: noclem-——cum fomnia vera.’ Hor. 
Mr. Fitz-Apam, | . 


x4) M ONG the many vifions related 

S*e by your predeceflors and cotem- 

PYaE poraries, the writers of periodical 

‘tee eflays, I remember few but what 

wsofyp have been in the oriental f{tyle and 

Nio/fa) character. For my own part, I 

yd am neither Dervife nor Brachman, 

SOA'NF but a poet and true chriftian, 
though given now and then to be a little beathenifh in 
my expreffions: and as I soe that no: one fet 
of people will claim the fole property and privilege 
of dreaming to themfelves, fince 1 am apt to nod as 
well as my betters, 1 beg that the following dream 
may find a place in-your papery © - tt 
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I rMAGINED myfelf to be walking on a road: it was 
wide and well beaten. An elderly gentleman, with 
whom I joined company, informed me that’ it was the 
road to Parnaflus, and very obligingly offered me his 
fervices, The firft group of figures which attracted my 
attention were pale and thin with ftudy. They were 
fhaking ivory letters ina hat, and then throwing them 
on the ground: I fuppofed that they were performing 
fome myftery of the Cabala; but on my nearer approach, 
learnt that they were the editors and commentators of 
the ancient. poets; and that this was only a icheme for 
affifting conjecture. 


- Berna now ftartled with a great noife, I turned fud- 
denly about, and perceived juft behind me a fet of Lyric 
poets, with one or two Dithyrambics. Their conver- 
{ation was fo little connected, and their motions fo 
irregular, that I concluded them to be drunk ; and, ap- 
othendine of mifchief in {fo furious a company, quick- 
ened my pace. 


Tae road now winded through the moft beautifulfields, 
whofe very bufhes were all in bloom, and interming- 
led with fhrubs, that afforded.the moft agreeabie {cents. 
‘The wild notes ofthe birds, joining with the tinkling 


of numerous rills that gufhed from natural or artificial 
rocks, or with the deeper echo of fome larger flood 
that fell at a diftance, made a concert that charmed me. 
A party were here entertaining themfelves -with the 
gaiety of the fituation: they had ftepped out of the 
road to gather flowers; and were fo delighted with 
wandering about the meadows, that they teemed en- 
tirely to have forgot their journey. They appeared to 
have been educated in Italy; their hair was curled and 
powdered, their linen laced, and their habits fo cover- 
ed with fringe and embroidery, that it-was almoft im- 
poffible to difcover any cloth. I was fo much in rap- 
tures with their company, and with the beauties of this 
romantic fcene, that I would have ftopped there my- 
felf, and proceeded no farther ; but my guide hinted to 
me that the place was enchanted, and prefied me to go 
forwards. : 5 | 


I coutp not help laughing to-fee next a great crowd 
fof Bombaftics ; a fet of fat, purfy fellows, fo afthmatic, 
that 
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that they could hardly move, and yet were eternally ftrain- 
ing ahd attempting to run races ; as were feveral dwarfs 
in enormous jack-boots, to overtake two horfemen (who 
rode very {wift at a vaft diftance, and were: faid to be 
Milton and Shakefpear) but tumbled at every four or 
five fteps, to the great diverfion of the fpectators. 


A Troop of modern Latin poets had halted ; and hav- 
ing loft the way, ‘were enquiring it of a man who car- 
ried a phrafe-book, and a Gradus ad Parnaffum in his 
hand ; and feemed always to be in a terrible uncertainty, 
when the authority of their guide either failed or de- 
ceived them. 


Tuey were followed by fome very genteel thep- 
herds, who wore red ftockings and large fhoulder knots, 
fluttering to the breath of the zephyrs. Crooks, glit- 
tering with tinfel, were in their hands, and embroider- 
ed pouches dangled at their fides. They talked much 
about their flocks and Amaryllis; but I faw neither the 
one‘nor the other ; and was furprized, as fome of them 
pretended to mufic, to hear aa air of the Italian opera 
played upon the bag-pipe. The gentlenefs of their af- 
pects ferved to render more formidable, by the contraft, 
the countenances of a company that now overtook mei 
It was a legion of critics. ‘They were very liberal of 
their cenfures upon every one that paffed, efpecially if 
he made a tolerable figure. DicTion, HARMony and 
TASTE were the general terms which they threw out 
with great vehemence. They frowned on me as I 
pafied: my looks difcovering my fear, the alarm was 
given ; and, at the very firft found of their catcalls, ter- 
rified to the laft degree, I pulled my guide by the coat; - 
and took fairly to my heels. | 


We at laft arrived at the foot of the mountain. There 
was an inconceivable crowd, who, not being admitted 
at the entrance, were endeavouring to crawl up the 
fides; but as the precipice was very fteep, they conti- 
nually tumbled back again. There was but one way 
of .accefs, which was fo extremely. narrow, that it was 
almoft impoffible for two perfons to go abreaft, without 
one juftling againft the other. The gates were opened 
and fhut by three amiable virgins, Gen1us, GoopSEnsz, 
and Goop EpucaTion. They examined all that paf- 

6 fed. 
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fed. Some few however, puthed forward by a vatt 
crowd of friends, forced their way in; but had generally 
the mortification of being brought back again, and 
turned out by the centinels. 


By the intereft of my guide, we were permitted to vi- 
fit what part of Parnaffus we pleafed ; and having mount- 
ed the hill, we entered a large garden, and were foon 
loft in the paths ofa very intricate grove. It was in fome 
places fo exceedingly dark, that we had great difficulty to 
find our way out. This LaByRINTH OF ALLEGORY, 
as it was called, was held by the ancients ina kind of 
fuperftitious reverence. The gloom of it was often fo 
great, that we were ready to tumble at every ftep ; but 
wherever ‘the fhade was foftened by a twilight fufficient 
for us juft to difcover our way, there was fomething very 
delightful, as well as venerable, in the fcene. 


In other parts of the garden we faw beds of the moft 
beautiful flowers, and a great number of Bay-trees ;. but 
nota fingle Fruit-tree. Among the fhrubs, in many 
rivulets of different breadth and depth, ran the Helico- 
nian ftream. The leffer rills, on account of the vat 
tmhultitude of people continually dabbling in them, were 
very muddy ; but the fountain-head, though-extremely 
deep, was as clear as chryftal. The water had fome- 
times this peculiar quality, that whoever looked into it, 
faw his own face reflected with great beauty, though 
never fo deformed ; infomuch, that feveral were known 
to pine away there, in a violent affection for their own 
perfons. ‘At the end of the garden were feveral courts of 
judicature, where caufes were then hearing. The lefier 
court, which was that of criticiim, was prodigioufly 
crowded: for (as we obferved afterwards) all thofe wha 
had loft their caufes as poets defendant in the principal 
court, turned in hither, and became plantiffs in their turn, 
on pretence of little trefpaffes. In the principal court 
many actions-were brought on the ftatute of maiming; 
chiefly by the ancients, and tome celebrated moderns, 
againit their editors and amenders, and for torts and 
wrongs againft their interpreters and commentators. 
Not a few indi€tments were brought for petty larceny, 
and thefe chiefly by the roman poets againft the modern 
lutin: ones. 


Nor 





No. 121. THE WORLD. 729 


Nor far from thefe was theftable, or ‘ecurie, of his 
poetic majefty. I was greatly furprized to fee more than 
one Pegafus. The grooms were juft then going to water 
them, which gave me an opportunity of taking more 
particular notice. 


Tue firft was the Epic Pegafus. ‘It was a very fine 
large horfe, had been taught the manége, and moved 
-with great ftatelinefs. The Pindaric was the only one that 
had wings: his motions were irregular, fudden and une- 
qual. The Elegiac was a gelding, exceedingly delicate 
in it’s fhape, and much gentler than any of the reft, par- 
ticularly than another fteed, which foamed, and pulled 
with fuch violence, that it was with great difficulty the 
rider held him in. As I attempted to ftroke him, he 
clapped ‘his ears back, and ftruck out his heels witha 
vehemence that made me cautious of putting myfelf in 
the way of the Satiric Pegafus for the future. The 
‘Epigrammatic was a little pert poney, which every fix or 
feven paces kicked up, and very much refembled the 
former, fize only excepted. Befides thefe, there. were 
feveral others, which did not properly belong to Apollo’s 
ftud, and which were employed in many ufeful, but la- 
borious offices, as fubfervient to the reft. 


IT was impofiible to pafs by the ftables without ma- 
king fome enquiry after the original Pegafus, to much 
celebrated, and the fire from whom all the laft-mention- 
ed drew their pedigree. A four-looking fellow of a 
critic, whofe province it was to’curry him, informed me 
with great expreflions of forrow, ‘ That the old horfe 

was really quite worn out; having been rode through 
“© all forts of roads, on all foxte of errands : for that there 
** was f{carce a pedant living or dead, or even a boy who 
« had been five years at School. but had been upon him, 
« either with leave or without : that he had long ago 
“* loft his thoes, broke his knees and flipped his {houl- 
“<« der; and that therefore Apollo, in pity to the poor 
*« beaft, and to prevent fuch barbarity for the future, had 
*< ordered an edict to be fixed upon the door of the ftable, 
‘* that no perfon or perfons within his realms, fhould for 
‘* the future ride or drive him, without firft producing 
** his proper licence and qualification.” 


At length we arrived at the higheft part of the moun- 
tain, where the temple was fituated. It was a large build- 
ing of marble, of one colour, and built all in the fame or- 
der. The ftatues and bafs-reliefs which adorned it, re- 
prefented fome well-known part of poetic hiftory. The 
whole appeared at once folid and elegant without that 

profufion 


\ 
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profufion of decorations, which fixes the eye to parts. 
The infide of the hall was painted with feyeral fubjecis 
taken out ofthe Iliad, the Aineid, and Paradice Loft. 
Thofe of the Iliad had the paffions and manners ftrongly 
characterized, with great fimplicity of colouring, by the 
hand of Raphael. The beautiful tints and foftnefs of 
the Venetian fchool correfponded with the genius of 
Virgil. The Paradice Loft, as partaking of the fine 
colouring of the one, and of the force of the other, with 
fomething more exceflive in the language and images, 
greatly refembled the ftyle of Reubens ; while fome of 
it’s more horrid fcenes of embattled or tortured demons, 


recalled to my mind the wild imagination and fierce 
{pirit of a Michael Angelo. 


Art the upper end of the hall Apollo was feated on a 
moft magnificent throne of folio’s richly gilt, and was 
furrounded by a great number of poets both ancient and 
modern. Before him flamed an altar, which a prieftefs 
of a very fleepy countenance continually fupplied with 
the fewel of {uch productions, as are the daily {facrifice 
which puLLNEss is conftantly offering to the prefident 
of literature. 


BEING now at leifure to confider the place more at- 


tentively, I faw, infcribed on feveral pillars, names of great 
repute in both the paft and prefent age. Some indeed of 
the latter, though but lately engraved, were nearly worn 
out ; while others of an elder date, encreafed in clearnefs 
the longer they ftood ; and by being more attentively 
viewed, augmented their force, as the former became 
fainter. A particular part of the temple was afligned for 
the infcriptions of thofe perfons, who, adding to their 
exalted rank in life a merit which might have diftinguith- 
ed them without the advantages of birth, claim a double 
right to have their names preferved to futurity, among 
the monuments of fo auguft an edifice. 


AT the view of fo many objects, capable of infpiring 
the moft infenfible. with emulation, I found myfelf 
touched with an ambition which little became me, and 
could not help enquiring what method I fhould purfue to 
attain fuch an honour. But while I was deeply medita- 
ting upon the project, and vain enough to hope fharing 
to myfelf fome little obfcure corner in the temple, a fud- 
den noife awakened me, and I found every thing to have 
been merely the effect of my imagination. 
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